BACKGROUND
The Blue Paw Trust (BPT) is an organization in Colombo, Sri Lanka
which is dedicated to eliminating rabies from the country as rabies is
the number one threat to improve animal welfare and also to make an
environment for both animals and humans to live in harmony.
In this regard, BPT works cordially with the national government of Sri Lanka to
implement the national rabies elimination strategy. At local government level BPT
implement holistic rabies control projects which include sterilization and vaccination
programs for dogs mainly in impoverished communities.
The BPT possesses two modern mobile theaters (lorries converted to theaters) which
has facilities to perform four surgeries simultaneously. Rabies vaccination programs
are carried either as center vaccines (for own dogs) and catch and vaccinate (for
roaming dogs).
Further, BPT provides other services such as treatments for mange and Transmissible
Venereal Tumor (TVT), deworming, surgical procedures like amputations and
correction of umbilical herniation, emergency care and education and awareness
programs to school children and community.
Website: www.bluepawtrust.lk

WSAVA VOLUNTEER PROPOSAL
The experience would require volunteers
to travel to Colombo, Sri Lanka. BPT
welcomes volunteer veterinarians who
wish to learn about assisting animals in
underserved communities, and offer their
time and compassion towards improving
the health and well-being of people and
dogs (pets as well as roaming dogs).
»» Volunteer numbers are restricted
to a maximum of 10 veterinarians to
provide you the best possible hands
on experience
»» When: For 6 days prior to WSAVA
Congress – from 17th to 22nd Sept 2018
and from 1st to 6th October 2018
»» Where: At the BPT mobile clinics in
outskirts of Colombo
During this time volunteer veterinarians
would assist BPT in their mobile
veterinary clinics to spay and neuter dogs
and cats, vaccinate, treat for mange and
TVT, deworm. Further, they can help
with community and school education
programs and also share knowledge with
their Sri Lankan counterparts.
They will have the opportunity to see
communities BPT serves and understand
local social, health and veterinary concerns.

»» Assist during mobile veterinary
clinics to spay neuter
»» Vaccinate pets at vaccination posts
and catch and vaccinate roaming dogs
on streets
»» Provide treatments; mange, TVT,
worm, etc.
»» Assist conducting education
programs for students and
communities
»» Learn about the challenges in
underserved communities and how
veterinarians can play an important
role in addressing them
Veterinary volunteers will not only learn
about the medical aspects of working
in underserved communities but how
veterinary medicine can be used as a part
of holistic approach that leads to rabies
elimination and long term benefits for
both humans and animals. Volunteers
should be prepared for a powerful and
meaningful experience under hot field
conditions. A visit to the project is truly
inspiring for those who visit as they can
witness and be part of the process of
rabies elimination in Sri Lanka.

Blue Paw Trust & WSAVA will prepare volunteers for their experience.
Prior to the trip, they will get:

»» Considerations for safety and
respectfully interacting with
community members.

Blue Paw Trust will arrange transport and coordination of volunteer veterinarians
to / from and during mobile clinics, will help the veterinarians register locally,
& can organize tours of the clinic as well as other program initiatives.
Blue Paw Trust will help with local logistics including housing, meals and other
transport by recommending services.
»» Blue Paw Trust arranges transport to/from and coordination of all project activities.
»» Blue Paw Trust recommends local accommodations, meals and other transport.
Volunteers will be responsible for:
»» Arranging and paying for flights.
»» Transport to/from airport to local lodging.
»» Pre-travel health checks, medications & vaccinations.

VOLUNTEER EXPENSES
All expenses related to housing, food and transport for volunteers will be
the responsibility of the volunteers themselves. The table below details
those additional anticipated expenses for volunteer food and housing.

PRIOR TO VISIT

»» Information about the project,
including scope, services and what
to anticipate

ARRANGING LOCAL LOGISTICS*

»» Directions for where to book local
accommodations, as well as
recommendations for meals, transport
and sight-seeing.
»» A “wish-list” of specific items
volunteers can source at home and
bring to the project.

Expenses for volunteers
Airfare Singapore-Colombo return (economy)
Accommodation / night

US $
280 - 300
90 - 100

Per diem (meals etc)

10 - 25

6 days total estimate

900 - 1200

